LIBRARY COPY 


UNIFORM 
CRIME REPORTS,,, 7,1 


FOR THE UNITED STATES is the J 
AND ITS POSSESSIONS oropart 


Of the | 
DEPT OP 71s 


Volume III - Number 3 
THIRD QUARTERLY BULLETIN, 1932 _ 


Issued by the 
United States Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


UNITED STATES 
GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 
WASHINGTON : 1932 





ADVISORY 


COMMITTEE ON UNIFORM CRIME RECORDS 
OF THE 


foe ee De oe ee ee eee 


INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF CHIEFS OF POLICE 
(it) 





UNIFORM CRIME REPORTS 


J. Edgar Hoover, Director, United States Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


Volume 3 October, 1932 


Contents of Third Quarterly Bulletin. 

This issue of the bulletin contains tables showing the extent of the 
reporting area by cities and ~ represented by contribut- 
ing police departments, arranged according to the various population 
groups. The number of cities contributing crime statistics in the 
various States from January to September, 1932, inclusive, is shown 
in a separate tabulation. ere is also shown the number of offenses 
committed from January to September, 1932, inclusive, by popula- 
tion groups, together with the rates of crimes to 100,000 population. 
A comparative table ae forth the average daily number of offenses 
for the first nine months of the current year for cities over 100,000 as 
compared with the first nine months of last year is included. The 
average daily number of offenses of the Part I classes of the uniform 
classification is shown for 1,193 cities for each of the first nine months 
of 1932. ‘Trables are included showing the rates by geographic 
divisions. 

There are published in this issue of the bulletin tables based upon 
the fingerprint records received by the United States Bureau of In- 
vestigation from February 1 to September 30, 1932, inclusive. These 
iripe are explained in greater detail in the text immediately preced- 

em. 

e term “Offenses known to the police” is designed to include 
those crimes designated as Part I classes of the uniform classification 
rs smn. Saree the police jurisdiction, whether they become known 
to the police through reports of police officers, of citizens, of prosecut- 
ing or court officials, or otherwise.. They are confined to the following 
group of seven classes of grave offenses, shown by experience to be 
_ those most generally and completely reported to the police: Felonious 

homicide, including (a) murder, nonnegligent manslaughter, and (6) 
manslaughter by negligence; rape; rob : avated assault; 
burglary—breaking or entering; larceny—theft; and auto theft. The 

contained herein include also the number of attempted crimes 
of the designated classes. Attempted murders, however, are reported 
as aggravated assaults. In other words, an attempted burglary or 
robbery, for example, is reported in the bulletin in the same manner 


as if the crime had been ie 
‘Offenses known to the police” includes, therefore, all of the above 


offenses, including attempts, which are reported by the police depart- 
ments of contributing cities and not merely arrests or cleared cases. 

In publishing the data sent in by chiefs of police in different cities 
| the United States Bureau of Investigation does not vouch for its 
7] accuracy, It is given out as current information, which possibly 
may throw some light on problems of crime and criminal law enforce- 
ment. 
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In compiling the tables apparently incomplete and otherwise defec- 
tive returns were excluded. 


Extent of Reporting Area. 

The following table shows the number of cities from which returns 
were received for any one month during the first three quarters of the 
current year. The cities are shown according to various population 
groups, together with the number of people represented by the indi- 
vidual groups. The percentage of the number of reporting cities as 
compared with the entire number of cities of the several groups is 
also shown. ' 

The number of such cities from which the data was received during 
the first three quarters of 1932 was 1,546. The population repre- 
sented by those cities was 52,802,362. This represents an increase of 
10 cities since the issue of the second quarterly bulletin for 1932. 
There are excluded from the above figures a considerable number of 
returns received from county officials, State police, and officers in the 
possessions. The population data represented in the table is con- 
fined, therefore, to urban localities in the continental United States. 

The figures for cities in excess of 10,000 people were obtained from 
the Bureau of the Census as estimated July 1, 1931. Similar esti- 
mates were not available for cities of less than 10,000 and conse- 
quently the 1930 census was the source of information for those cities. 

At the present time there are 79 per cent of the cities in excess of 
10,000 population included in the reporting area. There are now 
only two police departments, ee ew York, N. Y., and 
Atlanta, Ga., in the group of more t 250,000 from which re- 
turns are not received. In the group between 100,000 and 250,000, 
Reading, Pa., and Tulsa, Okla., are the only cities not contributing. 
Of the next group there are only seven cities not in the reporting 
area, while in the smaller cities, that is, those from 25,000 to 50,000 
and those from 10,000 to 25,000, 89 per cent and 72 per cent, respec- 
tively, furnish the figures. In addition to those included in the table, 
there were 764 cities and rural townships, aggregating a total popula- 
tion of 4,376,498, from which reports were received. 


15 
97 
93 
89 
73 
498. 


Tha shore tabla dean net Loctite 206 sition ane sural townehion, a total population of 
The cities included in this figure are those of less than 10, returns, whereas 
townships are of varying population groups. 


Number of Cities Reporting. 

In the table which follows the number of returns by States received 
by the United States Bureau of Investigation for each of the first 
nine months of 1932 are set forth. The figures are confined to the 
number of police departments submitting returns currently. It is 
of interest to note that the number of returns received for September, 


rural 


1932, exceeds the number published in September, 1931, by 205 ; 
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reports. A similar increase for each of the previous eight months of 
this year has been shown over the corresponding months of 1931. 


May | June July |Auguast tember 
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Offenses Known to the Police, Number and Rates, by Population Groups. 


In the following table are shown the number of crimes reported tothe 
United States Bureau of Investigation from January to September, 
1932, and the rates per 100,000 people for 1,193 cities subdivided into 
six Sopra groups. An examination of the figures reveals that the 
rates for offenses of the Part I classes were considerably higher in 
] cities than smaller cities. 

ere seems to be a gradual decline in the crime rates proportionate 

to the decrease in population. For example, the rates for murder 

and seeeaignt manslaughter for the first nine months of the cur- 

rent year ined from 6.3 for 100,000 people for cities having more 
than 250,000 to 3.5 for cities of less than 10,000. 

A similar trend is noticed in connection with offenses of man- 


| slaughter by Mmesiigence, although the rate for that offense for cities 


under 10,000 was slightly higher than for those having a population 


_ between 10,000 and 50,000. 
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The rate for offenses of rape is also higher in cities of more than 
250,000, showing a gradual decline in smaller cities, with the exce 
tion, however, that cities under 10,000 show a rate approximately 
the same as that in the major group. 

The rate for robbery in the first group of cities was considerably 
more than twice that of any other group and was shown to be ap- 
proximately four times the rate of cities having a population of less 
than 25,000. 

Aggravated assault apparently was more prevalent in cities be- 
tween 50,000 and 100,000 than in any other group, while burglary— 
breaking or entering—showed a higher rate for cities from 100,000 to 
250,000 than for any of the other reporting units. The same com- 
ment applies to larceny—theft. 

For offenses of auto theft the rate for cities of over 250,000 was 
371.4. This is shown to be higher than in any other popula- 
tion group for this offense, although a gradual reduction in rate takes 
place; and in cities of less than 10,000 the rate has sroppae to 89.6 
offenses, or about 25 per cent of the rate for cities of more than 250,000. 
The rate for this group is considerably lower than the rate for any of 
the other groups. 


Offenses known to the police, January to September, inclusive, 1932; number and 
rates per 100,000 by population groups 


31 cities over 250,000; total - 
lation, 20,043,400: rer 
Number of 


Total, 1,193 cities; total 
po tion, 45,900,731: 
ber of 


Average Daily Number of Offenses. 


The average cg number of offenses known to the police for the — 


Part I classes of the uniform classification of offenses for the first 


nine months of 1932 is shown in the following table for 1,193 cities : g 
of miscellaneous population groups. The population represented by — . 


the cities in the tabulation is 45,900,731. 
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An examination of the table shows that in June there was a slight 
increase in the average daily number of offenses of murder and non- 
negligent manslaughter over the first five months, with a decided 
increase in cay However, in August and September there was a 
decline in the daily average. 

The daily averages for the offense of manslaughter by negligence 
show that during the second quarter there was a noticeable decline 
as compared with the first quarter and a continued decline during 
the third quarter. 5 

The figures reveal that robbery showed a gradual but marked 
decrease during that period, ranging from an average daily number 
of approximately 172 offenses in January to 125 offenses in Septem- 
ber. The low daily average of approximately 112 offenses is shown 
for the month of June. 

The number of offenses of vated assault reported during the 
second quarter showed a marked increase over the number reported 
nl = t quarter. However, the third quarter shows a gradual 

ecline. 

There was a slight decrease during the second quarter in the daily 
average of offenses of ee oe or entering—as compared 
with the first quarter. The third quarter, however, shows a slight 
increase over the second quarter. 

ere was a gradual increase in the larceny—theft offenses during 
the second quarter over the first quarter. An increase was also 
shown during the third quarter over the second quarter. 

The average daily number of auto thefts during the second quarter 
showed an increase over the total for the first three months. However, 
during the third quarter there was a slight decline as compared with 
the second quarter. During the month of January there was a daily 
average of approximately 486 auto theft offenses. However, the 
September daily average was 449. 


Daily average offenses known to the police, January to September, inclusive, 1932: 
1,198 miscellaneous cities ~ 


[Total population, 45,900,731} 
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Comparative Daily Averages, 1931-32. 

In the following table are shown the total number of offenses and 
the average daily number of offenses for the 9-month period from 
January to September, 1932, inclusive. a information 
is also shown for the same period of last year. e figures includ 
were obtained from reports of 72 cities, each having a population of 
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more a 100,000. The total population represented in this table is 
19,103,702. 

Very slight changes occur between the average daily number of 
offenses for 1932 as compared with 1931 for offenses of murder and 
noumagoaee manslaughter, rape, and mee ae An examina- 
tion of the table reveals that there was a decrease in the average 
daily number of offenses of manslaughter by negligence, robbery, 
aggravated assault, and auto theft for the first nine months of 1932 
as com with the corresponding months of 1931. An increase 
in the number of burglaries committed daily appears to have occurred 
during 1932. 


Daily average, offenses known to the police, 72 cities over 100,000, January to Sep- 
tember, inclusive, 1931-32 


[Total population, 19,103,702} 


Number of offenses known, 1931_. 
Number of offenses known, 1932_. 
Daily average, 1931 
Daily average, 1932. 


Rates of Offenses by Geographic Divisions. 


There follow a series of tables showing the rates per 100,000 pone 

for major offenses reported by cities for the first nine months of the 

current year. The tables are grouped according to geographical divi- 

= showing the number of cities and population represented in each 
ivision. 

In making comparisons of the rates for the various divisions it must 
be taken into consideration that the population represented in the 
different.groups varies considerably. In some instances an insufficient 
number of crimes were actually reported from which to make any 
conclusive comparisons. 

Generally poking: there was little change in the fluctuation of 
offenses of felonious homicide and rape. There was a general decline 
in all sections of the country in the number of offenses of robbery 
reported to the United States Bureau of Investigation during the 
second quarter as compared with the number reported during the first 

uarter. A eral increase was shown during July, August, and 
ptember, although slight, in the number of offenses of this nature, 
There was little change in the number of offenses of aggravated assault 
reported from cities in the New England, Middle Atlantic, West 
North Central, Mountain, and Pacific States. The East North Cen- 
tral States showed a marked increase in the second and third quarters 
for this type of offense, while the South Atlantic States also showed a 
slight increase in the number of offenses of aggravated assault during 
the third quarter. The general trend of the reports received indicates 
a slight decrease in the number of offenses of lary—breaking or 
entering. Increases were noted, however, in the West North Central, 
South Atlantic, and Mountain States in the number of offenses of this 
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nature reported. The number of offenses of larceny—theft reported 
showed a gradual increase during the third quarter with the exception 
of the South Atlantic and East South Central States. There was a 
slight decrease in the former and little change in the latter. Auto 
thefts seemed to be less prevalent during the third quarter than 
they were at the beginning of the year, with some few exceptions, 


Rate per 100,000, offenses known to the police 
NEW ENGLAND STATES 
[139 cities, representing a population of 5,172,155} 
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+ Less than one-tenth of 1 per cent. 


MIDDLE ATLANTIC STATES 
[304 cities, representing a population of 9,601,611) 
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EAST NORTH CENTRAL STATES 
(302 cities, representing a population of 13,093,376) 
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WEST NORTH CENTRAL STATES 
[118 cities, representing a population of 4,216,325) 
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Rate per 100,000 


SOUTH ATLANTIC STATES 


[78 cities 


, representing a population of 3,340,530] 
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EAST SOUTH CENTRAL STATES 


[26 cities, representing a population of 1,601,502] 
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WEST SOUTH CENTRAL STATES 


[60 cities, representing a population of 2,723,889] 
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MOUNTAIN STATES 


[35 cities, representing a population of 886,142} 
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PACIFIC STATES 


[131 cities, representing a population of 5,265,201] 
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Robbery and Burglary—Breaking or Entering Trends, 1930-1932. 


The charts which follow are based upon the average daily number 
oe of robbery and burglary—breaking or entering for 690 
cities representing a total population of 33,884,663. The population 
is Based on the 1930 census. The trends are shown also for 65 cities 

having a population of 100,000 or more and 625 cities each hav- 
mgs population of less than 100,000. 

e robbery chart, although indicating a decrease in the summer 
months of the past three years, shows a marked increase in Decem- 
ber, 1930 and 1931, and a rise during the third quarter of the current 


year. 

There appears to be an increase in the trend of burglary—breaking 
or entering, although during May and June of this year there was a 
sharp decline in offenses of this nature. 
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TABULATION OF STATISTICAL DATA FROM FINGERPRINT 
RECORDS 


In the files of the Identification Division of the United States 
Bureau of Investigation at Washington there are over three and a 
quarter million fingerprint records of individuals who have been 
arrested or committed to penal institutions in this and other coun- 
tries. These records naturally contain considerable information 
concerning the types of persons who are taken into custody by the 
po for various offenses. In response to numerous requests the 

ureau decided in the early part of this a to compile certain data 
concerning these individuals, believi at such information would 

rove of value to those interested in crime and criminals. So that the 
information would be confined to police records, fingerprint cards 
received from prisons and other law-enforcement agencies not directl 
connected with the police were excluded. The information tabulated, 
therefore, is based solely upon the records of those persons who were 
fingerprinted at the time of their arrest by police departments through- 
out the United States. The tabulations can not be taken as an indi- 
cation of the amount of crime committed, nor can they be interpreted 
as representing all arrests made by police departments throughout 
the country, because all persons arrested are not fingerprinted. The 
tables which follow represent the information compiled during the 
period from February to September, 1932, inclusive, concerning 207,- 
694 individuals whose fingerprints were forwarded to the United 
States Bureau of Investigation by police departments. 

The first table shows the number of fingerprint cards received with 
the per cent distribution ffense, using the uniform classification of 


b 
offenses as the basis for the division. It will be noted that arrests 


for suspicion and godine disorderly conduct and vagrancy, 


and burglary constitute practically 49 per cent of the entire number of 
records received. The number of arrests for burglary and larceny, 
as reflected by the fingerprint cards received, forms a great portion 
of those taken into custody for major offenses. Arrests for offenses 
of felonious homicide constituted slightly less than 2 per cent of the 
whole number. 


Arrests, February 1-September 30, 1932, inclusive 
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The next table shows the number of persons arrested, according to | 
offense and age groups, as reflected by the fingerprint records examined. 

It will be noted that there were 32,287 persons taken into custody | 
whose ages were less than 20 years.. This number constitutes about | 
16 per cent of the entire number of records received. There were | 
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prints received for 49,048 persons whose ages range from 20 to 24 
years, inclusive. This number was 23.5 per cent of the entire num- 
ber of records examined. Of those taken into custody for robbery, 
about 21 a cent were less than 20 years of age, while 31.5 per cent 
of those fingerprinted for burglary had not yet reached 20. The 
number of persons under 20 arrested for auto theft was 3,066 or 
41 per cent of the total. Of those fingerprinted whose ages were less 
than 25, the greatest number for any particular year were the prints 
received for individuals 19 years, which was 10,926, or slightly 
more than 5 per cent of the entire number received. 

It should be borne in mind that the above figures do not relate to 
all fingerprint cards received by the United States Bureau of Investi- 
gation, but are confined to those records received from police depart- 
ments on individuals arrested by them. 


Arrests, February 1 through September 30, 1932, inclusive 
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The following table shows the percentage of those having previous 


police records in the files of the United States Bureau of Investigation © 
at Washington. The table is based on the number of prints received 
from February to September, 1932, inclusive, showing arrests by © 
police officers. 
The percentages do not necessarily mean that the records con- © 
stituted convictions, but merely signify that the person has been ~ 
taken into custody on some previous occasion and a record of the — 
arrest submitted to Washington. At the same time a great majority 
of the records showed ee 
It will be noted that th = eens of repeaters for arrests for — 
violations of the narcotic drug laws was 54.8, the highest percentage of © 
any of the groups of offenses. Forgery and counterfeiting also © 
showed a considerably high average of persons having previous — 
records. Robbery, disorderly conduct and vagrancy, and embezzle- 
ment and fraud showed about the same percentages. Felonious © 
homicide and rape had the comparatively low percentage of 21 and © 
20.5, respectively, for persons having previous records. 


Arrests, February 1-Sepiember 30, 1932, inclusive 
PERCENTAGE—PREVIOUS RECORDS 
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